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National School Competition Framework 
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Competition framework 
descriptor 

Recommended competition 
structure 

Level and location Scheduling Next steps in competition  

 
Key Stage 2: Year 3-4 
• Multi-skill festivals (termly) 
• Off school site 
• ‘Theme’ based 
• Possible early specialisation 

in some sports through NGB 
and club structure 

• Kwik Cricket introductory 
games using Lord’s Game, 
Continuous Cricket and Pairs 
Cricket 

 

 
• No formal inter-school competition, 

but use of fundamental skills in a 
multi-skill environment 

   
• Kwik Cricket inter-school 

competition – Year 5-6 

 
Key Stage 2: Year 5-6 
• Multi-sport competition (six- 

week block rotation) 
• Central venue leagues 
• Coaching and competition 

based on primary, secondary 
or club sites 

• Kwik Cricket county 
competition 

• Inter-cricket school 
competition 

 
• Kwik Cricket school competition – 

Year 5 (boys and girls mixed): 6-a-
side 

 
• Kwik Cricket school competition – 

Year 6 (boys): 8-a-side 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Kwik Cricket school competition – 

Year 6 (girls): 8-a-side 
 
• Inter-cricket school competition – 

Year 6 (boys): 8-a-side 
 
 
 
• Inter-cricket school competition – 

Year 6 (girls): 8-a-side 
 
 

 
• Club or school site based. 

One festival per district. 
Round robin format. 

 
• Club or school site based. 

One festival per district. 
Round robin format. Top 
three teams x four districts 
leading to county wide 12 
team festival and county 
final. 

 
• As above 

 
 
• Indoor or outdoor. Club or 

school site based. League 
format leading to district 
final 

 
• As above 

 
 
 

 
• Annually – May 

to July 
 
 
• Annually – May 

to July 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Annually – May 

to July 
 
• Annually – May 

to July 
 
 
 
• Annually – May 

to July 
 
 

 
• Year 6 county hardball school 

competition played in a league 
between primary school 
clusters to county final 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• Broad base of local school leagues 
for each disability class (blind; deaf; 
physical; learning; table; target) 
commensurate with ability level 

 

• School or club based site, 
indoor and outdoor 

• Annually – May 
to July 

• Year 7-9 disabilities competition 

 
Key Stage 3: Year 7-9 
• Multi-sport competition 

(monthly, three sports) 
• E.g. central venue leagues in 

a range of sports coaching 
and competition at 
secondary, hub or club sites 

• Inter-cricket school 
competition 

• Inter-school league 
competitions (boys and girls) 

 

 
• Inter-cricket school competition – 

Year 7 (boys): 8-a-side 
 
 
• Inter-cricket school competition – 

Year 7 (girls): 8-a-side 
 
• Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9 (boys) 

hardball school competition 
delivered through ESCA and 
Chance to Shine (C2S) programme 

 
• Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9 (girls) 

hardball school competition 
delivered through ESCA and 
Chance to Shine (C2S) programme 

 
• Broad base of local school leagues 

for each disability class (blind; deaf; 
physical; learning; table; target) 
commensurate with ability level 

 

 
• Outdoor. Club or school site 

based. League format 
leading to district final 

 
• As above 
 
 
• Outdoor. Secondary school 

or club site based. League 
format leading to county 
final 

 
• As above 
 
 
 
 
• School or club based site. 

Indoor and outdoor 

 
• Annually – May 

to July 
 
 
• Annually – May 

to July 
 
• Annually – May 

to July 
 
 
 
• Annually – May 

to July 
 
 
 
• Annually – May 

to July 

 
• Year 10 and Year 11 hardball 

school competition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Year 10 and Year 11 disabilities 

competition 

 
Key Stage 4: Year 10-11 
• Inter-school leagues and cup 

competitions within SSP (year 
group teams) 

• NGBs would have to have an 
integrated competitive 
structure including Schools 
Associations accepted as 
core 

• Inter-school league and cup 
competition (boys and girls) 

 
• Year 10 and 11 hardball school 

league and cup competition (boys) 
delivered through ESCA 

 
 
• Year 10 and 11 hardball school 

league and cup competition (girls) 
delivered through ESCA 

 
• Broad base of local school leagues 

for each disability class (blind; deaf; 
physical; learning; table; target) 
commensurate with ability level 

 

 
• Outdoor. Secondary school 

or club site based. League 
format leading to county 
final 

 
• As above 
 
 
 
• School or club based site. 

Indoor and outdoor 

 
• Annually – May 

to July 
 
 
 
• Annually – May 

to July 
 
 
• Annually – May 

to July 

 
• None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• None 

 


